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CENTER FOR CHEMICAL PROCESS SAFETY 
JOINS EFFORT TO IMPROVE SAFETY IN WEST VIRGINIA

Workshop on “Recognizing Incident Warning Signs” offers real-world lessons on avoiding accidents.
CHARLESTON, WV – The American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE) and its Center for Chemical Process Safety (CCPS) teamed with the West Virginia Manufacturers Association, the American Chemistry Council, and the National Association of Chemical Distributors here today for a day-long meeting designed to enhance chemical safety and security in the state, particularly among smaller businesses. 

Louisa Nara, technical director of CCPS and a Charleston native and chemical engineering graduate of West Virginia University, led attendees in a featured workshop, “Recognizing Incident Warning Signs.” According to Nara, “You can’t always predict exactly when an incident will occur, but you can make yourself more aware of warning signs so you can act to avoid potential incidents.” The workshop offered guidance, drawn from real-world experiences, on recognizing indicators of potential accidents and near-misses. “Identifying the subtleties and weaknesses in existing processes and safety programs are ways to drive continued improvement in your process safety program,” Nara said.  
Other speakers at the event described lessons learned from recent incidents, how communities have been impacted and responded, and how the industry’s “Responsible Care” and “Responsible Distribution” programs are making a difference in chemical safety. 

For more information about the Center for Chemical Process Safety and its programs, visit www.aiche.org/ccps.
# # #

About AIChE

AIChE is a professional society of 45,000 chemical engineers in 100 countries.  Its members work in corporations, universities and government using their knowledge of chemical processes to develop safe and useful products for the benefit of society.  

Through its varied programs, AIChE continues to be a focal point for information exchange on the frontier of chemical engineering research in such areas as energy, sustainability, biological and environmental engineering, nanotechnology, and chemical plant safety and security. More information about AIChE is available at www.aiche.org.
About CCPS

AIChE founded the Center for Chemical Process Safety (CCPS) in 1985 in response to the 1984 incident in Bhopal, India. CCPS develops technology and management practices to eliminate or mitigate chemical process accidents. It has published more than 100 books and held more than 30 international conferences that incorporate the most advanced thinking in process safety.  

More than 170 companies around the world support CCPS with contributions and volunteers. Sponsors learn from the best in the industry, receive discounts on books and courses, special workshops, and an extended network of contacts.  CCPS is also the world’s largest provider of undergraduate engineering curriculum materials on safety through its SACHE program, in which more than 160 universities world-wide participate.

