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Thursday, April 5, 2018 

Monthly Meeting @ Shafaii Hall and Garden   

(1622 Federal Rd #30, Houston, TX 77015) 

Dinner Speaker: Vinod Rajkumar, Manager of LNG Product Development Center at Bechtel   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title:  Trends in LNG ð Bigger isnõt always better  

 

Abstract: Mid-scale LNG liquefaction has gained considerable attention in recent years as a cost 

competitive solution to monetize natural gas. Mid-scale LNG requires a different mindset from large-

scale LNG and the discussion will focus on a few concepts to make mid-scale LNG attractive.   

 

Bio: Vinod has over seventeen yearsõ experience in LNG, GTL and gas processing as a process engi-

neer, process manager and project engineer, most recently as Manager of LNG Product Develop-

ment Center at Bechtel. He spent considerable time starting up large scale LNG facilities and leading 

design teams. He is very proficient with the C3-MR, Optimized Cascade and IPSMR® processes. He 

has published several LNG related technical articles and his papers have won him the ôbest paper 

awardõ at Bechtel for three years in the row. Less than 10% of the papers published every year are 

selected for this award. He completed his Masters from Texas A&M University and Bachelors from 

National Institute of Technology, India.  

4:00PM - 6:00PM Energy Management Forum 

6:00PM - 6:30PM Social/Networking Time 

6:30PM - 7:30PM STS Announcements and Dinner 

7:30PM - 8:30PM Dinner Presentation/Speaker 

 

 

Check us out on YouTube! 

http://www.aiche.org/community/sites/local-sections/sts/newsletter-signup
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Shafaii+Party+%26+Reception+-+Hall+%26+Garden/@29.7621806,-95.2162577,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8640a3468385d9e1:0x7859067cc8d03bc4!8m2!3d29.762176!4d-95.214069https:/www.google.com/maps/place/Shafaii+Party+%26+Reception+
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUudK5isjnzoH8tHCuQMOtg
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Meeting Registration Information 
Membership in STS-AIChE is a bargain at $20/year. If you wish to become a member, you 

may join at the registration desk at the meeting. 

Pre-registration for the main meeting is now open through our website.  

   Pre-Registration Pre-Registration At the door At the door 

   Members Non-Members Members Non-Members 

Regular/Retired $25  $35  $35  $40  

Student / Unemployed $15  $20  $25  $30  

Meeting  Locationñ Shafaii Hall and Garden 

This monthõs meeting will be held at Shafaii Hall and 

Garden (1622 Federal Rd #30, Houston, TX 77015). 

Double-click on the image to the left for directions from 

your location. For more details and information, please 

check our website. 

April Meeting Dinner Menu 
A Mexican Fajita Evening with STS AIChE at The Shafaii Hall and Garden 

  

Buffet Dinner: 

Garden Salad with Vinaigrette Dressing 

Beef Fajita 

Chicken Fajita 

Cilantro Lime Rice 

Charro Beans 

Flour Tortillas 

Fixings: Pico De Gallo, Shredded Cheddar Cheese, Sour Cream and Guacamole 

  

Vegetarian Dinner Option: 

Vegetable Stuffed Portabello Mushroom with a Balsamic Glaze **  

** This dish is by request only ð reservation are due two (2) days before the event. 

  

Dessert: 

Tres Leches Cake  

Coffee Station: 

Regular Coffee 

Decaffeinated Coffee 

Non-Alcoholic Beverages: 

Iced tea with Lemon Wedges 

Water 

Alcoholic Beverages: 

Cash Bar 

https://www.aiche.org/community/sites/local-sections/sts/events/texas-industrial-energy-management-forum-april-2018-monthly-dinner-meeting
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Shafaii+Party+%26+Reception+-+Hall+%26+Garden/@29.7621806,-95.2162577,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8640a3468385d9e1:0x7859067cc8d03bc4!8m2!3d29.762176!4d-95.214069https:/www.google.com/maps/place/Shafaii+Party+%26+Reception+
https://www.aiche.org/community/sites/local-sections/sts/events/texas-industrial-energy-management-forum-april-2018-monthly-dinner-meeting
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Shafaii+Party+%26+Reception+-+Hall+%26+Garden/@29.7621806,-95.2162577,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8640a3468385d9e1:0x7859067cc8d03bc4!8m2!3d29.762176!4d-95.214069https:/www.google.com/maps/place/Shafaii+Party+%26+Recepti
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Texas Industrial Energy Management Forum 
 The forum is scheduled from 4pm to 6pm on Thursday, April 5, 2018 

 

Theme: Understanding How to Enhance Our Energy Infrastructure Resiliency To Natural Disasters  

 

Registration: https://texasiof.ceer.utexas.edu/forms/TIOFevent_registration.cfm  

 

Schedule:  

3:30 - 4:00 pm  Forum Registration/Sign-In and Visit with Exhibitors  

4:00 - 6:00 pm  Industrial Energy Management Forum  

   See program below.  

6:00 - 7:00 pm  Networking and Exhibition  

   (sponsored by AIChE-STS ð information below)  

7:00 - 9:00 pm  Optional AIChE-STS Dinner and Speaker  

   (non-members are welcome ð information below)  

 

Program: 

In 2017, Hurricane Harvey hit the coast of Texas in Rockport and the associated record rainfalls in 

Houston, Beaumont and other coastal areas contributed to the worst flooding these cities have 

experienced in decades. One of the many responses to this natural disaster have been efforts to reflect 

on pre-storm preparedness and to identify and implement changes to improve resiliency to these types of 

events. The chemicals and petrochemicals manufacturing industries play a major role in driving 

resiliency. So it is important to understand some of the factors that impact the resiliency of these 

industries and what can be done to mitigate these factors. Our panel will help us understand some of 

these factors so that we can continue efforts to enhance our energy infrastructure resiliency.  

Panelists will provide a 20 minute presentation on the forum topic followed by a panel discussion and 

Q&A from the audience. 

 

Forum Moderator  

 Frank Roberto, ExxonMobil  

 Chair, Texas IOF Chemicals and Refining Advisory Committee  

 

Panelists  

 Presentation Title: Texas Strong! Hurricane Harvey Response and Restoration  

 Bert Sausse  

 Emergency Operations Coordinator  

 CenterPoint Energy  

 Presentation Title: Hey Houston, We Survived Harvey!  

 Yong Wang  

 Managing Engineer, Public Works and Engineering  

 City of Houston  

 Presentation Title: Financing Industrial Resilience with TX-PACE  

 Marina V. Badoian-Kriticos  

 Regional Program Advisor  

 Texas PACE Authority  

 Question & Answer Session  

https://texasiof.ceer.utexas.edu/forms/TIOFevent_registration.cfm
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Texas Industrial Energy Management Forum 
 Logistics and Registration  

There is no cost for attending the Texas IOF Industrial Energy Management Forum; however, pre-

registration is requested so that we can provide adequate facilities. Registration is open at: 

https://texasiof.ceer.utexas.edu/forms/TIOFevent_registration.cfm  

The State Energy Conservation Office of the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts provides funding for the 

Industrial Energy Management Forum.  

 

Exhibitors  

If you are interested in exhibiting at the event, please contact Carlos Salamanca, Chair, STS-AIChE at sts-

chair@aiche.org or casalamanca@hotmail.com or 832-419-1328.  

 

Networking and Exhibition, 6 ð 7 pm  

A number of companies who bring value to energy management in the process industries will have 

tabletop exhibits set up as a focal point for the networking session. A cash bar will also be available.  

 

AIChE- STS Dinner Meeting with Speaker, 7 pm  

Following the Networking event, you are invited to attend the STS-AIChE dinner meeting at Shafaii Hall 

and Garden. You must register and pay for the dinner separately at http://sts.aiche.org/ . 

 

To learn more or to access the Energy Forum Program, go to: 

http://texasiof.ceer.utexas.edu/PDF/Meetings/2018/Program 3_8 - Industrial Energy Management 

Forum April 2018.pdf  

 

TEXAS INDUSTRIES OF THE FUTURE UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2018 

Å     Texas Industrial Energy Management Forum, in conjunction with the AIChE Southwest Process 

Technologies Conference, October 9, 2018, Galveston, Texas 

 Å     Texas Industrial Water Management Forum, November 1, 2018, Houston, Texas 

  

Professional development hours are available for participation in all programs. 

https://texasiof.ceer.utexas.edu/forms/TIOFevent_registration.cfm
https://www.aiche.org/community/sites/local-sections/sts/events/texas-industrial-energy-management-forum-april-2018-monthly-dinner-meeting
http://texasiof.ceer.utexas.edu/PDF/Meetings/2018/Program%203_8%20-%20Industrial%20Energy%20Management%20Forum%20April%202018.pdf
http://texasiof.ceer.utexas.edu/PDF/Meetings/2018/Program%203_8%20-%20Industrial%20Energy%20Management%20Forum%20April%202018.pdf
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April 2018 STS-AIChE Chairõs Letter ð Carlos Salamanca  
  

Hello South Texas Section, 

 

STS-AIChE has been involved in many activities in the last few months. It is 

exciting to see our volunteers accomplishing too many objectives in a short 

period of time. A big Thank you to all of our volunteers. It is always a 

pleasure to work along with such high quality group of individuals. 

 

One of our concerns for 2018 involves bringing in and retaining Young 

Professionals, and Swarup and his YPs are doing a job beyond 

expectations. They are involved in many activities and helping out many of 

our members. He will be working to get new volunteers to participate in 

more active roles in case you are interested. Swarup is constantly raising 

the bar and focusing on identifying key young leaders in our field. 

 

For the last three monthly meetings, response has been great. Quality of 

service and organization had exceeded expectations. We have hit record-highs with attendance. Besides 

that, speakerõs quality has been awesome. Thank you again to our organization committee. Last meeting, 

we had the opportunity to grant scholarship to students in our local student chapters. We were pleased to 

get to know them. These professionals showed high ethics, good character, and principles at their 

student chapters. Thanks to them for their participation with the STS-AIChE. 

 

OTC is coming to Houston in less than a month. AIChE will be present with volunteers for Arrangements 

Committee and also with technical program sessions. For 2018, AIChE has secured 14 sessions (8 AIChE 

Tech + 1 Collaborative + 2 Collaborative Panels + 1 Sponsor Lunch + 2 Collaborative Breakfast) besides 

participation in the Next Wave program. Looking forward for such a great 50th OTC event. 

 

Planning down the road, we have a venue and date for the 75th anniversary of the STS-AIChE. There will 

be a special program at the Houston Racquet Club early November. Stay tuned for more details soon. It 

will be a great commemoration for different generations of ChemEõs. 

 

Meeting in April will include Vinod Rajkumar, from Bechtel, who will be presenting: Trends in LNG ð Bigger 

isnõt always better. Prior to this presentation, we will have the Energy Management Forum where the 

Texas Industries of the Future will be organizing a Forum on Understanding How to Enhance 

Our Energy Infrastructure Resiliency to Natural Disasters. 

 

Looking forward to see you at any of our events.   
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Sponsors for 2018ñThank You 
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STS-AIChE Annual Awards 
 

Itõs STS Awards Nomination Time! 

 

Nominations are being accepted thru May 1, 2018 for the following STS Annual 
Awards: 

Å   2017 STS Best Applied Paper Award 

Å   2017 STS Best Fundamental Paper Award 

Å   2017 STS Best In Practice Paper Award **NEW!!**  

Å   2017 STS Outstanding Young Professional Award (Under 35) 

Å   2017 STS Distinguished Service Award (Over 36) 

Å   2017 STS Special Service Award(s) 

Nomination Forms are available in The South Texan or nominations may be made 
using the STS web-site (https://www.aiche.org/community/sites/local-
sections/sts/forms/sts-award-nomination-form) or by contacting:  
 

Matt Christiansen   281-544-6476   Matthew.Christiansen@shell.com 

Tom Menn           281-485-3719   ThomasMenn@SBCGlobal.net 
Ryan Stephens  281-544-8447   Ryan.Stephens@Shell.com 
 

https://www.aiche.org/community/sites/local-sections/sts/forms/sts-award-nomination-form
https://www.aiche.org/community/sites/local-sections/sts/forms/sts-award-nomination-form
mailto:Matthew.Christiansen@shell.com
mailto:ThomasMenn@SBCGlobal.net
mailto:Ryan.Stephens@Shell.com
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STS-AIChE Annual Awards 

South Texas Section ï AIChE 

2017 Annual Awards Nomination Form 
 

THIS NOMINATION FORM MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 1, 2018  TO BE ACCEPTED! 

 

Mail the completed form to: 

 

Thomas E. Menn           Or      Matt Christiansen, PhD     Or          Ryan Stephens, PhD 

Awards Chair          Best Papers Judging Chair     Best Papers Judging Co-Chair 

P. O. Box 458         Shell Projects and Technology     Shell Global Solutions (US) Inc. 
    

Pearland, Texas 77588-0548              Technology Center  

             3333 Highway 6 South  

    Houston, Texas 77082   
 

Tel.:  281-485-3719        Tel.:  281-544-6476       Tel: 281-544-8447    

ThomasMenn@SBCGlobal.net      Matthew.Christiansen@shell.com      Ryan.Stephens@shell.com   
  

Following receipt of the submitted nomination, you will receive an e-mail from the STS Awards Committee confirming receipt 

of the nomination after AIChE & STS Membership is verified.  All Best Paper Nominees not Members of AIChE or STS may 

wish to join STS or STS and AIChE until May 31, 2018  in order to be eligible for the recognition due a STS ï AIChE Member 

Best Paper Award Recipient. 

 

NOTE:  ONLY ONE PERSON OR PAPER MAY BE NOMINATED PER FORM! 

 

NOMINATOR'S NAME:  __________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  

  STREET: __________________________________________ 

 

  CITY:  _________________________    STATE:  ________ 

 

              ZIP CODE:   ______________________ 

 

  TELEPHONE NUMBER:  AC:  ______   NO:  __________________ 

 

  E-MAIL ADDRESS:  __________---___________________________ 

 

I wish to nominate   ______________________________________________ 

(Enter Name of Nominee or Title of Paper on the above line.) 

 

ENTER CONTACT INFORMATION FOR NOMINEE OR AUTHOR: 

mailto:ThomasMenn@SBCGlobal.net
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STS-AIChE Annual Awards 

STREET: __________________________________________ 

 

  CITY:  _________________________    STATE:  ________ 

 

              ZIP CODE:   ______________________ 

 

  TELEPHONE NUMBER:  AC:  ______   NO:  __________________ 

 

  E-MAIL ADDRESS:  __________---___________________________ 

 

TYPE OF NOMINATION:  (PLEASE CHECK ONLY ONE SPACE BELOW.) 

 

2017 STS Outstanding Young Professional Award (Under age 35) ___________  

 

2017 STS Distinguished Service Award (Over age 35)   ___________ 

 

2017 STS Best Fundamental Paper Award    ___________ 

 

2017 STS Best Applied Paper Award     ___________ 

 

2017 STS Best In Practice Paper Award   **NEW!!    ___________ 

 

For STS Outstanding Young Member or Distinguished Service Awards, please state the reason you feel that this person is 

deserving of this award back of this form and ignore the rest of the form.  You may attach any supporting documentation to 

this form. 

 

For Best Paper Nominations  

 

Please enter the name of the nominated 2018 Best Paper again: 

 

______________________________________________ 

(Sorry to trouble you but this is in case the sheets get separated.) 

 

Enter the contact Authorôs name again:  

 

______________________________________________ 

(Sorry to trouble you but this is in case the sheets get separated.) 

Check Best Paper Category Again: 

 

Fundamental ___ 

Applied  ___ 

      In Practice ___  
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STS-AIChE Annual Awards 
FOR BEST PAPER NOMINATIONS, LIST THE NAMES OF THE AUTHORS AND CHECK ALL BLANKS THAT APPLY: 

              MEMBERSHIP 

 Note:  At least one (1) author must be a STS Member. AICHE       STS 

 

Co-Author # 1: _______________________________----___________ _______       _____ 

 

Co-Author # 2: _______________________________----___________ _______       _____ 

 

Co-Author # 3: _______________________________----___________ _______       _____ 

 

Co-Author # 4: _______________________________----___________ _______       _____ 

 

Co-Author # 5: _______________________________----___________ _______       _____ 

 

Co-Author # 6: _______________________________----___________ _______       _____ 

 

Co-Author # 7: _______________________________----___________ _______       _____ 

 

Co-Author # 8: _______________________________----___________ _______       _____ 

 

Co-Author # 9: _______________________________----___________ _______       _____  

 [Add addition Authors on an attached sheet as necessary.] 

 

For Best Paper Nominations, please provide following information: 

 

NAME OF PUBLICATION: _________________________________________ 

 

DATE OF PUBLICATION: _________________________________________ 

 

VOLUME NO. (If known): _______________   PAGES:  _______   to  ______ 

 

PLEASE ATTACH A COPY OF THE ARTICLE FROM THE PUBLICATION TO THIS FORM OR IF THIS IS NOMINATION IS TEN-

DERED BY E-MAIL, PLEASE ATTACH AN ELECTRONIC VERSION OF THE PUBLISHED ARTICLE. 

 

Following receipt of the submitted nomination, you will receive an e-mail from the STS Awards Committee confirming receipt 

of the nomination after AIChE & STS Membership is verified.  All Best Paper Nominees not Members of AIChE or STS may 

wish to join STS or AIChE and STS until May 31, 2018 in order to be eligible for the recognition due a STS ï AIChE Member 

Best Paper Award Recipient. 
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Young Professional of the Month: Nirupama Gopalaswami 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nirupama Gopalaswami, Niru for short, received her PhD in Chemical engineering from Mary Kay 

OôConnor Process Safety Center at Texas A&M University, College Station and Bachelors degree from 

India. Her specialities include process safety, consequence analysis and fire and gas mapping. Her 

research was focused on LNG leaks.  She has authored many peer reviewed publications and has 

presented her research in several international conferences focused on process safety. She has also peer 

reviewed several publications related to Process safety. Niru currently works as a Fire and Gas consultant 

in Honeywell Process Solutions. She is responsible for developing and executing consultancy related to 

fire and gas systems.  

Niruôs volunteer activities started in PhD. She was a Liaison officer between chemical engineering 

department and Texas A&M Graduate and Professional Council. She was also a member of Chemical 

Engineering Graduate Student Association which focusses on enhancing graduate studentsô social and 

professional competence. She is also an active member of AIChE south Texas Section. She has recently 

chaired and co -chaired sessions at AIChE Global Congress of Process Safety.   
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2018 STS University Scholarship Recipients 

 Prairie View A&M University:  

 Ozoemena Anyaegbu  

 Justin ñKaleò Schuetzeberg 

 LaTisha Salsman  

 

Rice University:  

 Hugh Grier  

 Kevin Zhang  

 Devanshi Wadhwa  

 

Texas A&M University:  

 Maximilian (Max) Doan  

 Christian Walsh  

 Gwendolyn Janda  

 

University of Houston:  

 Tayler Hedtke  

 Christine Stroh  

 Thao Vy Nguyen  
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STS-AIChE Volunteer Outreach 
 

2018 Offshore Technology Conference 

 
Volunteers Needed 

 
(OTC Volunteer Registration Deadline: 10 April, 2018) 

 

 
30 Aprilï3 May 2018 at NRG Park, Houston, Texas, USA 
 

Receive Free Pass & Parking.  Note:  You can attend Technical 
Sessions. 

 

Attend Orientation Meeting (mandatory) & serve 4 hours in 
either Arrangements, Registration, or Student Tours, or ñ1

st
 

Timersò Lounge/Orientation.  
 

Contact Tom Menn @ thomasmenn@sbcglobal.net 

 

mailto:thomasmenn@sbcglobal.net
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STS-AIChE Volunteer Outreach 
 

Call for STS K-12 Outreach Volunteers For STS Booth at  

HISD Annual When I Grow Up Career Expo 

Saturday, April 14   09:30 ð 2:00 

Hattie Mae White Educational Support Center 

4400 West 18th Street 

 

STS will have a booth 

HISD provides free admission, free parking, & free lunch 

We would like 4 volunteers 

To RSVP or for further information, contact Matt Kolodney 

713-471-8956  or    MKolodney1@comcast.net 

 

             

 

     

mailto:MKolodney1@comcast.net

























