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  Hydraulic	
  Fracturing:	
  
  The	
  use	
  of	
  fluids	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  pathway	
  

to	
  the	
  wellbore	
  

  The	
  placement	
  of	
  small	
  granular	
  solids	
  
into	
  the	
  pathway	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  it	
  
remains	
  open	
  a;er	
  the	
  hydraulic	
  
pressure	
  is	
  removed	
  

  Objec?ve:	
  
  Increase	
  the	
  rate	
  at	
  which	
  the	
  well	
  is	
  

capable	
  of	
  producing	
  oil	
  or	
  gas	
  

  Increase	
  the	
  economically	
  recoverable	
  
reserves	
  for	
  a	
  well	
  





  Improve	
  
efficiency	
  

  Reduce	
  	
  
surface	
  	
  
footprint	
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•  Increase	
  the	
  Rate	
  at	
  which	
  the	
  well	
  is	
  capable	
  of	
  producing	
  
oil	
  or	
  gas	
  

•  Most	
  “Unconven?onal	
  Forma?ons”	
  Require	
  hydraulic	
  
fracturing	
  to	
  be	
  economic	
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