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November 2009 Meeting Notice 
 

Where Does It All Go? 

Richard Parkinson  P.E., S.E. 
Technical Staff Specialist  

Mechanical and Materials Engineering Skill Center 
UOP LLC 

 

Date:   Tuesday, November 10, 2009   

Location: Hackney’s Restaurant 

  241 S. Milwaukee Ave. 

  Wheeling, IL 

   

Cost:  Members - $25       Unemployed Members - $15 

  Non-Members - $30   Students - $5           

 

To Register Click Below or go to www.aiche-chicago.org 
 

https://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Register/IdentityConfirmation.aspx?e=dcaaf7c6-cef7-45b0-9caa-d3b37a94ed3f 

  

Earn 1 PDH for the Tour & 1 PDH for the Talk  

Agenda 

5:30 - 6:30 pm  Indeck Tour 
6:16 - 7:00 pm    Buffet 
7:00 - 7:20 pm  Pre-meeting Presentation: Indeck 
7:30 - 8:30 pm  Technical Presentation 
8:30 - 8:50 pm  Section Business 

www.aiche-chicago.org 
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Chair’s Corner  
 

Fall in Chicago has come and almost gone. Although nothing is consid-

ered unexpected for Chicago weather, this fall was unusually rainy and I 

certainly hope and wish that we have a mild winter this year. The trees 

are getting ready for winter as fast as they can as they teach us to do the 

same even though we tend to avoid thinking about it.   

We set due dates and work our way backwards to find our start point and 

define the many necessary steps that need to be taken to accomplish our 

goals. It have probably taken may seasons for the trees to eventually 

“learn” the best time and steps to adopt to their surroundings and survive. We also learn from the 

past and try to predict the future and make our decision based on those. The lessons learned are 

captured and the new ideas are refined and added to our toolbox.  

Luckily, we learn much faster than trees and can adjust more effectively, albeit the other side for 

us is that our environment is changing at a much higher rate also. I am sure we all can think 

about different matters in our personal and professional life that would be handled in a different 

way ten years ago. The nature likes the repetition and we like to make changes. This I believe is 

probably more valid for us, the engineers who love the challenges of problem solving and provid-

ing new solutions even to old problems.  

I think the big challenge now is to agree on the most important issues and tackle them as many 

ways as we possibly can and hope that the best solution will come out. Albert Camus said; “In 

Fall Every Leaf turns into a Flower” and I think we are in a time that provides every idea a chance 

to turn into a big thing.  

  

Reza Mostofi  

UOP 
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November Meeting 

Rich attended the University of Illinois in 
Urbana-Champaign, receiving a Bache-
lor and Master of Science degrees in 
Civil Engineering in 1970 and 1971.  He 
began working at Universal Oil Products, 
now UOP, in 1972.  Rich’s initially as-
signments utilized his structural training 
for the detailed design of structures, 
piperacks, and foundations.  His duties 
soon expanded to include pressure ves-
sel design, particularly hydrocrackers.  
He was also able to nurture an existing 
interest in metallurgy. 
During the ensuing years Rich held vari-
ous positions as a Mechanical Coordina-
tor, Project Manager, Group Assistant 
Manager, and Technical Staff Assistant.  
He also received a Master of Engineer-
ing Management degree from Northwest-
ern University and obtained Professional 
Engineer (PE) and Structural Engineer 
(SE) registration from the State of Illinois.  
Rich’s current responsibilities include de-
velopment of project specific plot plans, 
evaluation of contractor proposed plot 
plans, and creation of Typical Equipment 
Layouts, which provide guidance to con-
tractors as they develop detailed plot 
plans.   He is remains heavily involved in 
a wide variety of other mechanical areas 
including pressure vessels, piping, re-
fractory, structural, standards develop-
ment, and metallurgy.  Rich is active on 
several industry committees, particularly 
refractory, pressure vessels, welding, 
and materials groups in the area of low 
chrome and hydrogen service. 
Rich and his wife live in Long Grove, a 
northwestern suburb of Chicago.  They 
have two grown children, and now enjoy 
the life of almost empty nesters. 

Abstract  
The presentation topic 

will be equipment layout 

in process areas, e.g., 

plot plans. The arrange-

ment of equipment 

within a process plant is 

one of the most funda-

mental, and wide-

reaching, decisions to 

be made in the design of process plants. The ar-

rangement must be determined early in the de-

tailed design of the plant, and its effects are felt 

by nearly every aspect of the plant’s design. Once 

the plant is on-stream, the equipment layout con-

tinues to influence operation and maintenance 

throughout the plant’s life.  

No two plants are the same, and the arrangement 

of equipment in seemingly identical plants may 

differ due to the influence of factors outside of the 

basic process considerations.  

 

The arrangement of equipment within a process 

plant is guided by a group of basic principles and 

goals, beginning with safety. In this presentation 

the fundamental goals of and considerations for 

the equipment layout will be described. Many of 

these have evolved over the years, driven by ex-

periences, both good and bad, within the industry. 

More recently some modeling tools have been 

developed, allowing various scenarios to be stud-

ied and risk based assessments to be made. 

Even with these tools, time-tested guidelines, 

judgment and common sense still play major 

roles. 

 

Speaker’s Biography 
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Another Successful Chicago Midwest Regional AIChE Conference! 
  
Thanks to all who helped make the re-
gional conference a successful event 
this year! Held on October 5th and 6th 
at UIC, the theme for this year’s sym-
posium was “Energy & Sustainability.” 
Sessions were organized into ten key 
topics, which ranged from alternative 
fuels to solar cells to the future electri-
cal system. 
  
Conference organizers report over 110 
paid attendees who traveled to the 
event from throughout the Midwest re-
gion. Highlights from the conference 
included a high school outreach event 
where over 200 high school students 
were hosted. The students were ad-
dressed by Dr. Al Sacco, a Northeast-
ern University professor and former 
NASA astronaut, and then enjoyed 
lunch while conversing with industry 
professionals. The first day of the con-
ference featured an AIChE Chicago 
section meeting, where the Thiele Award was presented to Dr. Harold Kung, North-
western University professor and Director for the Center for Energy Efficient Trans-
portation. The second day included a Young Professionals Advisory Board (YPAB) 
mixer where a resume writing workshop and practice interview sessions were con-
ducted. 
  
Special thanks are extended to the AIChE student chapter at UIC, who provided 
critical support that allowed the conference to run smoothly. Dennis O’Brien, confer-
ence Meeting Program Chair, noted “Signage was improved [as compared to] last 
year and with more student volunteers, our services to attendees and speakers 
was better.” 
  
Thanks to all speakers, corporate sponsors, coordinators, volunteers and attendees 
for making this event a successful and memorable one! Keep an eye out for notices 
on the next regional event! 
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Job Opportunity at Abbott 
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YPAB 2009 EVENTS 

NOVEMBER 2009 

INNOMAG Pump Round Table 

Date: Thursday, November 19, 2009 

Time: 6:00-8:00pm 

Location: INNOMAG facility, 409 S. Vista, Addi-

son, IL 60101 

 

Matt Moy from Innovative Mag-Drive 

(INNOMAG) will be presenting on location in 

Addison, IL. The discussion will include a gen-

eral pump overview, with focus on the sealless, 

non-metallic mag-drive pump. There will be lots 

of hands-on opportunities including examples of 

a traditional centrifugal, sealless mag-drive cen-

trifugal, and positive displacement pumps. 

 

Please RSVP to Jessica Swary at jessicas-

wary@msn.com by Thursday, November 

12th. Space is limited to the first 15 responses. 

Pizza and pop will be provided. 

 

INNOMAG has been producing sealless, non-

metallic, magnetically driven pumps since 1998 

and has become recognized as innovative 

leader in the industry. INNOMAG strives to 

keep work environments safe and clean by pro-

ducing a zero emissions pump. For more infor-

mation, visit the website at www.innomag.com. 

 

For future YPAB events, visit the website 

 www.aiche-chicago.org/ypab 

DECEMBER 2009 

 
2nd Annual Holiday Wine Tasting  

Date: Sunday, December 6, 2009 

Time: 2:00-5:00pm (Tentative) 

Location: Vintner’s Cellar Winery, Liber-

tyville, IL 

Cost: $25/person 

  

Start the holiday season off with a festive 

wine tasting!  Sample eight of Vintner’s 

very own wines and have all your wine 

questions answered by a Vintner’s som-

melier.  Light refreshments will be avail-

able. 

  

Limited to first 25 responses.  RSVP to 

jessicaswary@msn.com by Sunday, No-

vember 29th to reserve your spot, then, 

check back on the YPAB website for up-

dates! 



Ellen Kloppenborg, Rob Sanders, and Beth Carter (all of UOP) hosted an AIChE booth at the 

Chicago American Chemical Society’s annual Chemistry Day.  The event was at DePaul Uni-

versity on Saturday October 24, 2009.  There were hands-on exhibits, a Boy Scout merit 

badge workshop, games, and presentations to let high school students have fun with chemis-

try.  For more information about the event, visit http://membership.acs.org/C/Chicago/

ChemDay/chemday09.html. 

 

Ellen Kloppenborg explaining the dif-

ference between chemistry and chemi-

cal engineering to a high school stu-

dent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Sanders at the AIChE booth 
discussing chemical engineering 
in college. 
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AIChE Chicago Student Outreach: Chemistry 

Day 2009 
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"Nanoscience and Technology: From Energy 
Applications to Advanced Medical Therapies" 

Chicago ChemPharma Evening Event 
ChemPharma® Professional Association - Bringing senior level business and technical profes-

sionals from chemical, pharmaceutical, life sciences, and allied industries together to foster ca-

reer and personal success through sharing information and building relationships.   

We network for success!  

Monday, 11/16/2009 - 6:00pm - 9:00 pm 

Location:  Pompei Restaurant  

  17 West 744  22nd Street 

  Oakbrook Terrace, IL , 630-620-0600 

Agenda: 

 6:00-7:15  - Cocktails, dinner buffet, and networking  

·7:15-8:15 – Dr. Tijana Rajh, Group Leader, Argonne National Laboratory,  

· 8:15-9:00 - Q&A and networking  

FEEs·  

        $25 for members and $30 for non-member guests (ON-LINE REGISTRATION THROUGH 

Nov. 9) 

·         $30 for members and $35 for non-member guests (ON-LINE REGISTRATION AFTER 

Nov. 9) 

·         $40 for members and non-members (DAY OF EVENT) 

There will be a cash bar.  Guests are welcome.   

 

Speaker Biography:  Dr. Tijana Rajh, from the Chemistry Division of Argonne National Labo-

ratory, is the Nanobio Interfaces Group Leader in the Center for Nanoscale Materials. Her re-

search includes novel hybrid systems connecting semiconductors to biological systems like 

DNA – a technology that could lead to new gene therapy procedures and other medical appli-

cations – and technologies made possible by small semiconductor particles called quantum 

dots. Dr. Rajh will present an overview of why nanotechnology is important and how it is useful 

in various technological and medical fields. Join us to explore the broad scope and impact of 

nanotechnology with an expert! 



To Register: 

Members and Non-Members with User Names 

1.       Go to www.chempharma.net 

2.       Find the event in the left column “Calendar of Events” (if event is not visible, click double 

arrow next to the calendar at the top, scroll down to event) 

3.       Click on the red “Register” button 

4.       This will take you to a “User Sign-Up” page 

5.       Enter your user name and password and click the “Login” button (if you hit “Register” 

you will be prompted to become a member) 

6.       This will take you to the Event Page 

7.       Click on the red “Register” button again  

8.       Complete information and hit register and pay for the event 

  

Non-Members Needing to Establish a User Name 

1.       Go to www.chempharma.net 

2.       Find the event in the left column “Calendar of Events”  (if event is not visible, click dou-

ble arrow next to the calendar at the top, scroll down to event) 

3.       Click on the red “Register” button 

4.       This will take you to a “User Sign-Up” page 

5.       Look above the “login/Register” box and see “To create a new ChemPharma user ac-

count please follow this link:  User Sign-up” 

6.       Click on “User Sign-up” link. 

7.       Complete information to establish user name and hit “Register” button 

8.       Return to Calendar of Events and follow steps 5-8 above 
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Chicago ChemPharma Evening Event 
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Upcoming Meetings and Events 

November 10, 2009 InDeck, Tour of boiler supplier/manufacturer 

Wheeling, IL 

November 8-13, 2009 2009 AIChE Annual Meeting 

Nashville, TN 

November 17, 2009 AIChE Day at the Chem Show 

New York, NY 

January 10, 2010 Packer Engineering 

(Joint meeting with ACS) 

February 9, 2010 Nanoclusters for H2 and CO2 Storage 

March 10, 2010 EPA lab tour 

Chicago, IL 

April 14, 2010 Student Night @ UIC 

May 11, 2010 Project Design for risk Management 



If you are planning to attend next monthly 

meeting please consider helping us at the 

registration desk. For more information, 

please send an email to  

aichechicago@gmail.com  

NOMINATIONS  REQUESTED FOR  

THE ERNEST W. THIELE  AWARD  
Need a Volunteer 

@ Registration Desk 
The Ernest W. Thiele award is sponsored by BP 

and recognizes the outstanding contributions to 

our profession by a Midwest region chemical en-

gineer.  This award was established by the 

AIChE Chicago Section and is presented annu-

ally to a Midwest region AIChE member.  This 

internationally recognized award consists of an 

engraved plaque and $1000 honorarium pre-

sented at our sectional meeting. 

 

Nomination forms and additional information 

can be obtained from the Thiele Committee 

Chair. Completed nominations are due to the 

committee chair no later than March 1, 2010. 

 

One of the highest honors a distinguished 

chemical engineer can receive is our Chicago 

Section Thiele award.  Please consider nominat-

ing a deserving engineer for this prestigious 

award. 

 

Jim Simnick 
BP Amoco Complex, J-8 
150 W. Warrenville Road 
Naperville, IL 60566 
Ph 630-420-5936 
fax 630-420-4832 
email: james.simnick@bp.com 
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Senior Membership 

Application 
Application to become an AIChE senior 

member can be found in this issue. If you 

are qualified consider becoming a senior 

member. 
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We want you for AIChE-Chicago! 

We need your help! 

How many opportunities can you find to learn project 
management, delegation and leadership skills for free? 
Becoming an officer in the Chicago Section of AIChE is 
such an opportunity. While you’re learning new skills, 
your local network grows. Just about all of us are either 
undergoing a career change, contemplating a career 
change, or are wondering if our career will be changed 
for us. Volunteering with AIChE is a way to add skills 
and accomplishments to your resume. 

aichechicago@gmail.com 

http://www.aiche-chicago.org/Section_Info/Volunteer.html 

American Institute of Chemical Engineers 
Chicago Section 
13964 Doral Lane 
Homer Glen, IL 60491 
aichechicago@gmail.com 

AICHE CHICAGO SECTION 

We welcome email submissions for our monthly newsletter. Commercial announcements are subject to 

the fee schedule below.  News stories, editorials,  technical or career related non-commercial contribu-

tions are always welcome with no charge.  We consider job postings, announcements of for-fee training 

courses, expositions, conferences as commercial.  Categorization of announcements is at the sole discre-

tion of the Chicago AIChE Board of Directors.  Chicago AIChE may publicize activities of interest to our 

members by cooperating professional societies and other non-profits without charge. 

Please submit your material to aichechicago@gmail.com with “newsletter article” as a subject line.  

Submitting Articles to AIChE Columns 

We are on the web 
www.aiche-chicago.org 

AICHE Publicity Committee  Academic (non-AICHE) Company Recruiters 

Fees Per Month Per Year Per Month Per Year Per Month Per Year 

Advertisements (3X3) 100 450 150 675 N/A N/A 

Half-Page   (~7”x 4.5”) 280 1260 420 1890 N/A N/A 

Job Posting (Size?) 50 225 100 450 250 N/A 

Special Sizing  Contact Publicity Committee aichechicago@gmail.com 
For the purchase of a year ad, customers 
have the option of changing ads/jobs 
month to month. 

      

Student and AICHE Member Related 
Postings are Free. 

      

Officers and Contact Information  

Chair  Reza Mostofi 

 reza.mostofi@uop.com 

Chair Elect Steve Rosenblum 

 Steve.Rosenblum@uop.com 

Chair Programming  Steve Schade 

 ssschade@juno.com 

Secretary Mike  Buettner 

 Mike.Buettner@alfalaval.com  

 Peter Herena 

 peter.herena@kenexis.com 

Treasurer Catherine Fieber 

 catherine.fieber@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Azita Ahmadzadeh 

 azita.ad@gmail.com 

Directors at Large  

John Mylar Dennis O’Brien 

ralym@sbcglobal.net Dennis.O’Brien@jacobs.com 

 Bill Glogowski  

 glogowwk@middough.com 


