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September Section Meeting: Hot
Topics in Oil and Gas Exploration
and Development & Introduction to
Intellectual Property
This month we will have two presenters from
Greenberg Traurig, LLP, speaking on two topics.
Hot Topics in Oil & Gas Exploration and
Development will discuss:
• constitutionally and legislatively mandated
set-back requirements;
• local authority versus state authority, and
• other contemporary issues impacting oil and
gas development in Colorado and around the
country.
The second presentation entitled, Introduction to
Intellectual Property, will give a brief overview of
the legal requirements and the benefits of patents,
trade secrets, copyrights and trademarks.
Heath J. Briggs is a chemical
engineer, a registered patent
attorney, and has more than 12
years of patent prosecution
experience. Heath has significant
patent prosecution experience in
the chemical area, especially in the
areas of material science including
(e.g., metallurgy) oil and gas, and organic chemistry,
and Heath represents several Fortune 500 companies
in this area, managing their worldwide patent
portfolios. Heath also has significant experience in
the software and internet fields. He has obtained
dozens of U.S. patents for his clients, and has
worked with foreign counsel across the globe to
obtain foreign patents for his clients. In addition,
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September Section Meeting
Topic:

Hot Topics in Oil & Gas
Exploration and Development
AND
Introduction to Intellectual Property

Speakers:

Heath J. Briggs and Robert S.
Thompson III of Greenberg Traurig

Date:

Tuesday, September 20

Time:

6:00 - 6:30 Networking
6:30 - 7:30 Dinner
7:30 - 8:30 Presentations

Location:

Greenberg Traurig, LLP, 1200 17th
Street, Suite 2400, Denver, CO

Cost:
(w/RSVP)*

Members: $20
Non-Members: $25
Unemployed/Students: $10

Menu:

Catered by Illegal Pete's and Corner
Bakery including mixed greens
salad, marinated grilled chicken and
steak, cilantro-lime rice, black and
pinto beans, sautéed fajita and
primavera vegetables,
fresh salsas, cheese and sour cream,
flour tortillas and crispy-corn taco
shells, and cookies

RSVP REQUIRED by Friday, September 16 at
rockyaiche@yahoo.com indicating your name,
phone number, number of attendees and pay at the
meeting. Or you may RSVP and pay online using
PayPal on our meeting link.
*Add $5 for attending meeting without RSVP

www.aiche.org/community/sites/local-sections/rocky-mountain
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Heath has significant experience with the new U.S.
Patent Office post-grant review proceedings, having
represented several entities in connection with
nineteen inter-parties review proceedings. Since
2005, Heath has served as an Adjunct Professor at
the University of Colorado at Boulder, where he
teaches engineering students a self-designed course
on intellectual property (IP) law. He was also
selected by the American Institute of Chemical
Engineers (AIChE) to provide online IP training for
its chemical engineering members.
Robert S. Thompson III has broad
experience in Indian law and
energy and natural resources
matters, with a focus on the oil and
gas industry. He represents tribal
and non-tribal clients in resource
development, production, rightsof-way, easements, leases, joint
ventures and partnerships.
Rob is experienced in the development of American
Indian and public lands natural resources and the
statutory and regulatory requirements applicable to
such development. Upon graduation from the
University of Wisconsin Law School in 1979, Rob
was selected for the Solicitor's Honors Program and
moved to Washington, D.C., to serve in the
Solicitor's Office of the Department of Interior.
Following his departure from government service in
1981, he entered private practice and focused on
Indian law, federal litigation and natural resource
development. Rob is an enrolled member of the
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma.

Updates from our Student Liaison,
Cory Jensen
The Sustainable Engineering Forum (SEF) is launching
Membership and Education Initiatives respectively. The
SEF is also lacking a social media communications Chair,
that I anticipate the SEF will be looking to fill in the near
future, if you are interested in a volunteer role after
graduation please let me know. With that being said, I am
looking for those interested in SEF membership activities
to represent the RM region. Several regions around the
globe are represented by a local champion, however the
RM is lacking representation! Please pass on this message
to anyone that you know that would like to be involved as
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a SEF Membership Champion. I anticipate involvement
could be high profile!
SEF Programming
The SEF is also beginning coordinating programming at
the spring meeting, with strong partnership with the
Young Professional Committee. This would be a great
way to get involved and meet industrial contacts for those
interested in jobs! Again, reach out to me if you are
interested.
AIChE Chemical Engineering 4 Good (ACE4G)
The institute has also recently approved of a competition
called AIChE Chemical Engineering 4 Good (ACE4G),
requesting proposals for "Toolkits" that could be used for
potential Engineers Without Borders (EWB) projects. For
those not familiar with the terminology of a toolkit, it is
often used to describe information that provides for
guidance or basic knowledge to aid in the
accomplishment of a task. If you are interested in this
competition please let me know and I will be sure to send
information your way!
Contacts and Efforts Related to “Focus on Ethics”
Thanks for those that provided feedback on the inequities
of student-professor relationships. My efforts to promote
better relationships has been met with some resistance,
however I have been part of an effort to arrange a new
Professional Development technical session at AIChE
meetings and would like to gear content towards
progressive professional development. The annual
meeting in San Francisco will include a speaker from
Google and showcase an Institute award!
I have also connected with the American Chemical
Society and several involved with Professional
development topics. Polls in American Chemical Society
(ACS) have found that students do not have some of the
ethical views that would demonstrate the effectiveness of
ethics education. Therefore, there are multiple needs for
student-professional leaders in areas that support ethics.
Student Resources
With that being said, I have to remind everyone, the Body
of Knowledge is now complete and I would like to gather
any feedback students have about its content. The BoK
project was developed to help guide Chemical Engineers
on a career path. Your input is essential!
Final Words
Finally, some Rocky Mountain students were interested
in Policy but the RM professional section didn't know
how to best incorporate information on this topic into
membership benefits. If anyone would like to talk about
these topics or volunteer to help establish direction, I am
open to ideas-suggestions. Contact Cory.

www.aiche.org/community/sites/local-sections/rocky-mountain
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Rocky Mountain AIChE Officers

AIChE Meetings
Cindy Fischer

2016
Sept 14-15

Writing the W into
Engineering
Texas A&M,
College Station TX

Sept 18-22

61st Annual Safety
in Ammonia Plants
& Related Facilities
Symposium
Denver, CO

Oct 4-5

2016 Midwest
Energy Policy
Conference and
Laufer Energy
Symposium
St. Louis, MO

Oct 6-7

8th AIChE
Southwest Process
Technology
Conference
Galveston, TX

Nov 13-18

2016 AIChE Annual
Meeting
San Francisco, CA

National AIChE Contact Info
AIChExpress Service Center:
(US/Canada): 1-800-AIChemE
(1-800-242-4363)
(International): 203/702-7660
Fax: 203/775-5177
E-mail: xpress@aiche.org
Member Services: 800.242.4363
Career Services: 646.495.1330
Awards & Honors: 646.495.1317
Address: 3 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10016-5991
Web Page: http://www.aiche.org

Chair
303/988-3611
cindy.fischer@Q.com
Randy Vetter
Vice Chair / Program 720-940-1259
w_randy_vetter@yahoo.com
Brian Olson
Treasurer
303/353-3563
b.olson1111@gmail.com
Mike Mutnan
Secretary
303/423-1586
mmutnan@juno.com
Tom Wellborn
Director
303/933-0533
twellborn@astraenergy.net
Kevin Milliman
Director
303/515-1027
Kmilliman94@gmail.com
Cory Jensen
Membership
cory.jensen@alumni.colostate.edu
Mike Moes
Communication
303/796-0535
mmoes@ekiconsult.com
Patrick Burton
New Mexico Liaison 505/284-1543
pdburto@sandia.gov
Dr. Patrick Johnson
Wyoming/SD Liaison 307/766-6524
pjohns27@uwyo.edu
Laura Moes
Editor and Web Admin 303/770-2432
lauramoes@msn.com
Rocky Mountain AIChE News is published eight times a year by the
Rocky Mountain section of AIChE. Opinions expressed herein are
those of the authors and are not necessarily those of AIChE nor the
officers of this section.
The objectives of AIChE are to advance chemical engineering in
theory and practice, to maintain a high professional standard among
its members, and to serve society, particularly where chemical,
engineering can contribute to the public interest.
AIChE Rocky Mountain is a public non-profit 501(c)(3)
organizations and thus any and all donations are tax deductible.
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Publication Schedule
October 2016 issue
Articles due Wednesday, Oct 12
Publish on Friday, Oct 14
Meeting on Tuesday, Oct 18

MEETING SCHEDULE
Send your email address to
mmoes@ekiconsult.com to
receive this newsletter
electronically!
American Institute of Chemical Engineers

The Rocky Mountain District of AIChE generally
meets the third
Tuesday of every month,
September through November and January
through May.

www.aiche.org/community/sites/local-sections/rocky-mountain
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