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January Section Meeting: Polymers 

for Electrochemical Energy 
 

Globally, we are facing an imminent 

challenge to replace petroleum-based energy 

with renewable alternatives. Ion-conducting 

polymer membranes are of high interest for 

utilization as solid-state electrolytes within 

electrochemical energy technologies (e.g., 

fuel cells, electrolyzers, redox flow 

batteries). Relative to standard proton 

exchange membrane (PEM) devices, the 

alkaline environment of anion exchange 

membrane (AEM) corollaries offers the 

opportunity for lower cost catalysts and 

separator materials, as well as improved 

water management and reduced gas 

crossover. In this seminar, numerous AEMs 

are compared as hydroxide conducting solid-

state electrolytes. Methods are established 

for high throughput, parallel characterization 

of AEM materials evaluating conductivity, 

ion exchange capacity, chemical stability, 

and water uptake, as well as true hydroxide-

ion properties. Standardized comparisons of 

the top performing hydroxide conducting 

AEMs of different backbone types provides 

valuable insight into optimal membrane 

chemistries for achieving high conductivity 

and durability. Structure-property 

relationships and their effects on AEM 

performance will be presented. 

 

 

January Section Meeting 
 

Topic:  Polymers for Electrochemical 

Energy 

 

Speaker: Kelly M. Meek, PhD 

 

Date:  Tuesday, January 18th  

 

Time: 6:00 – Introduction 

6:05 - Career & Technical 

Discussion 

7:05 – Q & A 

 

Cost:  Free, Registration Required

  

Location: Online Zoom meeting 
 

 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED. More 

information can be found on our website. 

 

Register  

 

 

After you register, you will receive instructions 
via email for joining the meeting. 
  

www.aiche.org/rockymountain
https://www.aiche.org/community/sites/local-sections/rocky-mountain/events/polymers-electrochemical-energy
https://aiche.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUkf-CurTsvEtCv1DUr5JZMlOJCD9jFj4Bs
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Speaker Biography: Prof. Meek completed 

her BS in Chemical Engineering at the 

University of Arkansas in 2011. Next, she 

completed her PhD in Chemical Engineering 

at Texas A&M University in 2016, where 

she researched polymers for energy storage 

and conversion. She continued her research 

through postdoctoral fellowships at two US 

DOE labs: Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

and the National Renewable Energy 

Laboratory. Prof. Meek joined the 

Department of Chemical and Biological 

Engineering at the University of Ottawa as a 

tenure-track Assistant Professor in July 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View our December Meeting 

Presentation 

 

For members and students that may have 

missed our December meeting presentation 

by Scott Elrod on “The Growing Pains of 

Becoming a Chemical Engineer – After 

You’re a Chemical Engineer,” we would like 

to offer it to you once again. The topic hits 

remarkably close to home for many recent 

graduates of B.S. Chemical Engineering 

programs. There was also a lively discussion 

at the end among the limited attendees that 

spans a couple of generations. 

 

View December presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.aiche.org/rockymountain
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aF0QyTwI1Q9A5rDGza-OUhk9fhxDkYGq/view?usp=sharing
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MEETING SCHEDULE 

 
The Rocky Mountain Local Section (RMLS) of 

AIChE generally meets the second or third 
Tuesday of every month, September through 

May. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AIChE Meetings 
 

2022 
 

Apr 10-14 2022 Spring 

Meeting and 18th 

Global Conference 

on Process Safety 

 San Antonio, TX 

 

May 2-5 2022 Synthetic 

Biology; Evolution, 

Engineer and Design 

(SEED) 

 Arlington, VA 

 

June 1-3 Advanced 

Manufacturing and 

Processing 

Conference 

 Bethesda, MD 

 

June 7-9 Process 

Development 

Symposium 

 Philadelphia, PA 

 

June 26-28 NDEW-ChE: 

National Diversity 

Equity Workshop 

for Chemical 

Engineering 

Academic Leaders 

 Baltimore, MD 

 

National AIChE Contact Info 

 

AIChE Customer Service Center: 

 (US/Canada): 1-800-AIChemE 

     (1-800-242-4363) 

 (International): 203/702-7660 

E-mail:CustomerService@aiche.org 

Member Services: 800.242.4363 

Career Services: 646.495.1330 

Awards & Honors: 646.495.1317 

Address: 120 Wall Street, 23rd floor  

   New York, NY 10005 

Web Page: http://www.aiche.org 

 

 

Rocky Mountain Local Section AIChE Officers 
 

Marc Paffhausen Chair    406/544-5871 

 Marc.Paffhausen@northwestern.com  

Nick Thornburg Program Chair 303/506-9824 

 nicholasthornburg2017@u.northwestern.edu  

Pete Sharpe Treasurer 713/409-7360 

 Pete.Sharpe@emerson.com   

Mike Mutnan Secretary 303/423-1586  

 michaelmutnan@live.com  

Kevin Milliman Director 303/515-1027 

 Kmilliman94@gmail.com 

Mike Moes Communication 303/915-1238 

 mmoes@ekiconsult.com  

Dr. Corey Leclerc New Mexico Liaison 575/835-5293 

 corey.leclerc@nmt.edu  

Corby Anderson Colorado Liaison 303/273-3580 

 cgandersmines@gmail.com 

Joseph Menicucci Montana Liaison 406/994-1564 

Open Liaison for other states including South 

 Dakota and Wyoming 

 joseph.menicucci@montana.edu 

Laura Moes Editor and Web Admin 303/770-2432 

 lauramoes@msn.com 

Rocky Mountain AIChE News is published nine times a year by the 

Rocky Mountain Local Section (RMLS) of AIChE.  Opinions 

expressed herein are those of the authors and are not necessarily those 

of AIChE nor the officers of this section. 

 

The objectives of AIChE are to advance chemical engineering in 

theory and practice, to maintain a high professional standard among 

its members, and to serve society, particularly where chemical, 

engineering can contribute to the public interest. 

AIChE Rocky Mountain is a public non-profit 501(c)(3) 

organizations and thus all donations are tax deductible. 

 

 
 

VOLUNTEER AS A YOUNG  

PROFESSIONAL LIAISON (YPL) 
 

We are looking for Young Professional Liaisons for 

each state – CO, NM, WY, SD & MT. Please send 

nominations to any section officer listed above.  
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