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May Section Meeting: Presentation and 

Tour of National Renewable Energy 

Laboratory National Bioenergy Center  

 
The National Bioenergy Center (NBC) at the National 

Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) is focused on 

developing biomass to fuel technologies. The 

Thermochemical Process Development Unit (TCPDU) is 

a 0.5 ton per day pilot plant, which is used to 

demonstrate different thermochemical conversion 

technologies developed at the bench scale. The 

thermochemical platform uses heat and catalysts to 

convert biomass, such as wood, corn stover, and switch 

grass, into valuable fuels and chemicals. There are 

multiple conversion pathways being explored, including 

gasification, fast pyrolysis, and ex-situ pyrolysis.  

 
 

Esther Wilcox is a principle investigator and manager at 

the National Renewable Energy Lab researching pilot-

scale thermochemical conversion of cellulosic biomass 

to liquid fuels. She has over 10 years of experience in 

alternative energy research with a strong background in 

catalysis and kinetics. Esther obtained her B.S. in 

chemical engineering from the University of Tulsa and 

M.S. and Ph.D. in chemical engineering from North 

Carolina State University. 

May Section Meeting 
 

Topic:  Presentation /Tour of National 

Renewable Energy Laboratory 

(NREL) National Bioenergy Center 

(NBC) 

 

Speaker: Dr. Esther Wilcox, Principal 

Investigator and Manager 

 

Date:  Tuesday, May 19         
 

Time: 5:30  Check-in and Dinner  

The presentation and tour will 

immediately follow dinner.  

 

Location: NREL, 15013 Denver West 

Parkway, Golden.  The security 

gate attendant can direct you to the 

NBC Building. Please allow ample 

time to get to the building. 

 

Cost:   Members: $20 

(w/RSVP)*  Non-Members: $25 

Unemployed/Students: $10   

 

Menu: Sandwiches, chips, soft drinks, and 

cookies.  If you have special dietary 

needs, please communicate those to 

AIChE when you RSVP. 

 

RSVP REQUIRED by Wednesday, May 6 at 

rockyaiche@yahoo.com indicating your name, 

phone number, number of attendees and pay at the 

meeting. Or you may RSVP and pay online using 

PayPal on our meeting link.  ATTENDANCE 

LIMITED TO 40 PEOPLE. 
 

*Add $5 for attending meeting without RSVP 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/15013+Denver+W+Pkwy,+Golden,+CO+80401/@39.7408399,-105.1685277,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x876b84596aab36ab:0x5eac346d18c1fbe5?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/place/15013+Denver+W+Pkwy,+Golden,+CO+80401/@39.7408399,-105.1685277,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x876b84596aab36ab:0x5eac346d18c1fbe5?hl=en
mailto:rockyaiche@yahoo.com
http://www.aiche.org/community/sites/local-sections/rocky-mountain/announcements/may-2015-section-meeting-on-tuesday-may-19-click-here-details
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Important Requirements for Attending Tour 
 

 You are required to bring government-issued identification (e.g., driver's license or passport). 

 Tour participants must wear 

pants (covering their legs) and 

sturdy closed-toed shoes. No 

skirts. No high-heels. 

 RSVPs to AIChE (either via 

PayPal or via email to 

rockyaiche@yahoo.com) are 

required by May 6. 

 Non-U.S. citizens MUST also 

complete Sections 1-18 of the 

"FNDC" form and submit the 

form to Sheila.grady-

mcbride@nrel.gov by May 6 (in 

addition to RSVPing to AIChE). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send your email address to mmoes@ekiconsult.com to receive this newsletter 

electronically! 

 

http://www.aiche.org/community/sites/local-sections/rocky-mountain/files/nrel-fndc-f1073
mailto:Sheila.grady-mcbride@nrel.gov
mailto:Sheila.grady-mcbride@nrel.gov
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AIChE Meetings 
 

2015 

 

Apr 26-30 2015 Spring 

Meeting and 11th 

Global Congress 

on Process Safety 

Austin, TN 

 

May 13 Spring 2015 

Virtual Career Fair 

Register Online  

 

May 19-21 CCPS Middle East 

Process Safety 

Conference 

Abu Dhabi, UAE 

 

May 26-29 ICOSSE 2015 

Balatonfüred, 

Hungary 

Anna Grand Hotel 

 

June 2-4 Process 

Development 

Symposium 

Houston, TX 
 

National AIChE Contact Info 

 

AIChExpress Service Center: 

 (US/Canada): 1-800-AIChemE 

     (1-800-242-4363) 

 (International): 203/702-7660 

 Fax: 203/775-5177 

 E-mail: xpress@aiche.org 

Member Services: 800.242.4363 

Career Services: 646.495.1330 

Awards & Honors: 646.495.1317 

Address: 3 Park Avenue  

   New York, NY 10016-5991 

Web Page: http://www.aiche.org 

Rocky Mountain AIChE Officers 
 

Brian Olson Chair 720/ 286-3488 

 brian.olson@merrick.com  

Cindy Fischer Vice-Chair / Program 303/988-3611 

 cindy.fischer@Q.com 

Crystal Smalley Treasurer 303/ 353-3726 

 crystal.smalley@merrick.com  

Mike Mutnan Secretary 303/423-1586  

 mmutnan@juno.com  

Martin Vorum Past Chair  303/843-3019 

 martinxp9@yahoo.com  

Tom Wellborn Director  (303) 933-0533 

 twellborn@astraenergy.net 

Kevin Milliman Director 303/704-7530 

 Kmilliman94@gmail.com 

Cory Jensen Membership 970/219-5990 

 cory.jensen.co@gmail.com 

Mike Moes Communication 303/796-0535 

 mmoes@ekiconsult.com  

Patrick Burton New Mexico Liaison 505/284-1543

 pdburto@sandia.gov 

Dr. Patrick Johnson Wyoming/SD Liaison 307/766-6524 

 pjohns27@uwyo.edu   

Laura Moes Editor and Web Admin 303/770-2432 

 lauramoes@msn.com 

Rocky Mountain AIChE News is published eight times a year by the 

Rocky Mountain section of AIChE.  Opinions expressed herein are 

those of the authors and are not necessarily those of AIChE nor the 

officers of this section. 

 

The objectives of AIChE are to advance chemical engineering in 

theory and practice, to maintain a high professional standard among 

its members, and to serve society, particularly where chemical, 

engineering can contribute to the public interest. 

AIChE Rocky Mountain is a public non-profit 501(c)(3) 

organizations and thus any and all donations are tax deductible. 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

The Rocky Mountain District of AIChE generally 
meets the third    Tuesday of every month, 
September through November and January 
through May. 

Rocky Mountain AIChE News  

Publication Schedule 
September 2015 issue 

Articles due Wednesday, Sept 9               

Publish on Friday, Sept 11  

Meeting on Tuesday, Sept 22          
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