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Tetramer Technologies was formed in 2001 with the purpose of manufacturing and selling
perfluorocyclobutyl (PFCB) polymers for optical waveguides into the growing photonics
industry. Within the year, however, the telecom/photonics bubble had burst, and Tetramer was
a company with no customers, no market, and no sources of outside investment. Relying on the
team’s technical competencies in chemistry and materials science, the PFCB optical polymer
was transformed into a functionalized block copolymer to serve as a proton exchange
membrane for the General Motors fuel cell car program. The decision to pivot into a new
application space was Tetramer’s first, but not last. We will review the early transition of
technologies at Tetramer and the model we have developed to solve a wide range of materials
challenges across varied applications for our industrial and defense customers across all stages
of innovation, from concept to manufacturing.
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Tetramer Technologies:
Located near Clemson, SC, Tetramer Technologies is a materials science company dedicated to
the development of market-driven materials and transitioning those materials from the lab to
the market. Our Molecular Architects™ develop new molecules to provide customized solutions
for industry, defense and energy sectors, and new ventures. www.tetramer.com

