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MINUTES 
Separations Division Online Planning Meeting 

 
Friday, April 26, 2017 – 1 pm – 2 pm (EDT) 

 
Attendance (via phone or Skype): 

Mark Davis Roger Whitley Marcus Mello 
Atanas Serbezov Scott Husson Kathleen Mihlbachler 
Megan Donaldson Christopher Burcham Tarun Poddar 
Alice He Stefano Brandani Jeff McCutcheon 
Marina Tsianou Nick Merchant Tim Frank 

 
New CTOC Liaison (Mark Davis) 
Katherine Gawel is the new CTOC liaison for the Division. 
 
Approval of Minutes from the February Online Meeting (Atanas Serbezov) 
The minutes were distributed by e-mail. No additions or corrections were received. A motion 
to approve the minutes as distributed by e-mail was seconded and passed by acclamation. 
 
Finalized Revisions and Voting Time Line for the Division’s Bylaws Update (Scott 
Husson and Alice He) 
The revisions suggested during the February online planning meeting were made and 
distributed via e-mail several weeks ago. Scott asked for specific feedback on the submitted 
material. There were no additions or corrections. Scott and Alice were commended for a job 
well done. 
 
The next step is for the Division Council to formally approve the revised bylaws. 
 
Action item: Scott and Alice will send an unmarked copy of the revised bylaws to Mark 
Davis who will distribute it to the Division Council. 
 
Action item: Mark Davis will set a separate online meeting of the Division Council 
(preferably in May) to vote on the revised bylaws. 
 
If approved by the Division Council, the revised bylaws will be sent via email to the 
Division members for review and comments. In the same communication, the Division 
members will be informed that voting on the bylaws will be electronic and handled by 
AIChE. It was suggested to combine the voting on the revised bylaws with the voting on the 
ballot for new officers. 
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Kunesh Award Language Revisions Related to Age Requirement (Mark Davis on behalf of Anand Vennavelli) 
A potential issue with the language in the Kunesh Award allowing individuals over the age of 40 to receive the 
award was identified at the February online planning meeting. Anand developed a new language to prevent 
nominations from being carried over indefinitely:  
 
“Nominations will remain open as long as the candidate is eligible for nomination in the current award year.” 
 
Motion: Approve the language for the Kunesh Award proposed by Anand 

The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Action item: Megan Donaldson will update the Kunesh Award description on the Division’s web page. 
 
Innovation Award Administration in 2017 (Mark Davis) 
Mark Davis has a conflict of interest administering the Innovation award in 2017. The award will be administered by 
Roger Whitley. 
 
Abstract Submission Deadline for 2017 Annual Meeting (Mark Davis) 
The abstract submission deadline of April 17, 2017 set and rigidly enforced by AIChE was a poor choice. It was a 
few weeks earlier compared to past years, and in addition, was in the middle of a long holiday and a tax filing 
deadline. Many session chairs were caught off-guard and scrambled to fill their sessions with quality presentations. 
 
Action item: Mark Davis will contact Katherine Gawel, Division’s CTOC liaison, and will ask her to take the issue 
to CTOC. 
 
Action item: Jeff McCutcheon will explore the option for area chairs (and possibly session chairs) to manually add 
submissions on behalf of authors after the deadline. If successful, he will share the procedure with other area chairs. 
 
Investment Options for Division Funds (Mark Davis and Tarun Poddar) 
Tarun Poddar (Assistant Treasurer) has spoken with Rick Cain (Director of Finance at AIChE) who provided initial 
information about investment options for Division’s funds. In a conference call organized by Mark Davis, Tarun 
briefed the Executive Committee of the Division about his conversation with Rick Cain. The Executive Committee 
requested more information to fully understand all options and constraints. Tarun will contact Rick Cain again and 
will report back when information is complete. 
 


