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MINUTES 
Separations Division Planning Meeting 

American Institute of Chemical Engineers 
2013 AIChE Annual Meeting 

 
Sunday, November 3, 2013 -  Noon to 5:00 pm 

Mission 1&2 (Parc 55 Wyndham) 
Attendance: 

Linda Wang G. Glenn Lipscomb Tim Frank 
Scott Husson Atanas Serbezov Neil Yeoman 
Mark Pilling Nicholas Urbanski Daniel Summers 
Isaac Gamwo Seyi Odueyungbo Tarun Poddar 
Sharon Robinson Roger D. Whitley Marcus Dutra e Mello 
Jeff McCutcheon Kathleen Mihlbachler Alice He 
D.B. Bhattacharyya Stephen Ritchie Lauren Greenlee 
Jessica Molek Paul Bryan Ranil Wickramasinghe 
Benny Freeman   

 
Approval of Minutes from San Antonio (Spring 2013) 
The motion to approve the minutes was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Election Results (Mark Pilling) 
 
Scott Husson – 2nd Vice Chair 
Anand Vennavelli – Director 
Kathleen Mihlbachler – Director 
Neil Yeoman - Treasurer.  
Atanas Serbezov – Secretary 
 
CTOC Report (Sharon Robinson) 
CTOC has completed an extensive survey of the best practices among AIChE Divisions and Forums. 
The survey had 100 % participation. The data are currently analyzed and will be communicated to the 
Divisions and Forums in the near future. 
 
New Initiatives: 

 Establish NuClean as a nuclear waste management center of excellence to leverage 
chemical engineering expertise on nuclear waste management and engage with broader 
professional efforts on underlying multi-disciplinary public and technical community 
information, research, outreach and education needs. 

 
Treasurer Report (Neil Yeoman) 
The report is distributed electronically (via e-mail) every month. If anyone wants a copy, he/she can 
contact Neil. The financial health of the Division is good. The most recent balance is around $77,000. 
The Division balance has been flat for the past couple of years. The annual expenses of the Division are 
approximately $20,000, balanced by a net income of approximately the same amount. The Division has 
funds to spend for a good cause. Ideas from the officers and members are welcome. 
 
 



 

Separations Division Planning Meeting  2 
Fall 2013, San Francisco 

Review of Action Items from San Antonio 
 The Division has procured a digital camera in custody of the Awards Director. 
 The Division has procured a second computer projector in custody of Area 2d (Membranes). 
 A LinkedIN group for the Division is now up and running managed by Marcus Mello. 
 The Division Secretary has access to the current list of members and their contact information. 

 
Computer Projectors for Area Planning Meetings 
In order to provide better use of the Division’s funds, area chairs should not rent projectors from the 
conference/hotel facility when making room reservations for their planning meetings. Instead, they should contact 
the Division Chair and Area 2d chair to make arrangements for one of the two computer projectors owned by the 
Division.  
 
LinkedIN group for the Division (Marcus Mello) 
Marcus has started a LinkedIn group for the Division and is currently the group manager.  There are currently 55 
members in the group. Only members of the Separations Division in good standing are admitted to the group at this 
point. 
 
Updated Membership Lists (Atanas Serbezov) 
The Division has now access to its current membership list in the AIChE database. Contact Atanas Serbezov if you 
need to send a communication to the general membership of the Division. 
 
Division Website 
The Division will not renew and will close its own website on GoDaddy and will only use the web site hosted by 
AIChE. 
 
Motion: That the Division’s website hosted by AIChE be the only website for the Division and that all other web 

sites with Division content be closed and deactivated.  
The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

 
Roger Whitley will be the new Webmaster for the Division. 
 
Newsletter 
Tim Frank has volunteered to create and send out a newsletter based on photos taken at the Awards Dinner. The 
photos will be taken with the Division’s new camera. 
 
Awards (Nicholas Urbanski) 
The deadline for award nominations has been moved to May 1 in order to meet AIChE deadlines for award 
announcements in the Annual meeting program book. Detailed information of the awards can be found on the 
Division web site hosted by AIChE. 
 
Renaming of the Separations Division Service Award to Separations Division Founders Award 
 
Motion: That the currently existing Separations Division Service Award be renamed to Separations Division 

Founders Award.  
The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

 
New Award for Technical Innovation 
 
Motion: A new award for technical innovation be created.  

The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Nick Urbanski will develop an award description to be discussed at the next planning meeting. 
 
  



 

Separations Division Planning Meeting  3 
Fall 2013, San Francisco 

Programming Notes 

 In order to improve the quality of the oral presentations, the Division recommends that session chairs 
accept no more than 7 presentations in the oral sessions, which will guarantee at least 20 minutes for a talk. 
Area chairs should communicate this recommendation the session chairs. 

 Area 2a is planning a topical conference on CO2 sequestration for the 2014 Annual meeting. 
 Area 2h is planning a session on Separation Challenges in Upstream Production for the 2014 Annual 

meeting. 


