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‘There are different ways of thinking and
talking sbout sustainabiliy, and today the “wiple
bottom line” s increasingly used as a shorthand
way to describe agency and organizational
commiment to sustainabiliy. The “tiple
bottom line” concept refers o the need to
‘measure progress on allthree nterrelated aspects
of asystem: the economy, the society, and the.
environment. Figure 1 below shows two
d@ifferent ways of viewing the “miple bottom.
line” and these inferconnections. The fwo views
o reflect different degrees of sustanability -
refemred to 35 “weak” and “strong” sustainability.

Early thinking about sustainability,
shown on the left side of Figure 1 (Weak
Sustainabiliy) exvisions the envizonmental,
social, and econoric realms as intersecting, yet
separate parts of a system. A more recent
depiction of sustainability is shown on the right-
‘hand side of Figure 1 (Strong Sustainabilty)
This updated model reflectsthe understanding
that he environmental realm provides natural
goods and services which canzot be duplicated
torough otter means. This view of a
sustamability conmunity acknowledges that the
buman economy depends on people and socisl
interaction. Society,in tum, cannot exist ouside

: Weak vs. Strong

the enviromment which provides the basic
necessifis for people to exist: air, food, water,
energy, and raw materials. This representation of
the entire economy being reliant on sociery, which
in tum is entirely dependent on the environment
srengthens the dependencies of the economy and
society on the natural envirorment (Maureen Hart,
Gude to Sustainable Conmunity Tndicators).
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Figure 1: Working towards Strong Sustainabiliy
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