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January 6, 2014
DIERS Users Group Members

1. The Spring 2014 DIERS Users Group meeting will be held on April 28 to 30, 2014 (MONDAY to WEDNESDAY) at the Weston Houston Memorial City, 945 Gessner Road, Houston, TX  77024  Call (800) 937-8461 to reserve a room.  Room rates for the hotel will be $199 (single / double) plus 8.25 percent state and local tax.  Guest room rates will be extended for three days before and after the meeting.  Mention the DIERS Users Group to get our rate.  The hotel will hold our block of rooms until April 7, 2014 (Room rates could then increase – Reserve before this date).  A credit card will be required to register at the hotel and the first night room charge will apply.  Refunds will be made on reservations canceled more than 72 hours prior to confirmed arrival date.

NOTE: Internet access in guest rooms is complimentary.  Parking is available adjacent to the hotel.  Complimentary shuttle service is available within a three mile radius of the hotel.

The DIERS Users Group in order to get the room rate and the concessions mentioned above had to guarantee a minimum food and beverage charge per day.  We also had to guarantee pickup of a minimum number of rooms.  Those attending the meeting, unless local, are therefore expected to reserve a room and stay at the hotel.

Registration for and payment of the actual cost of the meeting by company representatives and guests will be accomplished using the AIChE website and submission of a credit card.  We will no longer collect monies and pay for the meeting expenses on site.  The daily fee to attend the meeting will be $125 and includes a continental breakfast, coffee breaks, lunch, meeting room rental and audiovisual charges.  Our catering contract must be guaranteed to the hotel NLT April 22 (Tuesday).  No refund after that date since the DUG has to pay the guarantee.  The link to the AIChE credit card payment system is at the top of the www.aiche.org/diers webpage.  Use the REGISTER NOW link for both registration and payment of the fees, which cover the expenses, for the meeting.

Elections for Chair and Vice-Chair / Secretary will be held on Tuesday afternoon, April 29, 2014.  Nominations will be from the floor.  The one company – one vote rule of the present by-laws and membership agreement will be enforced.
We will also discuss and would plan to adopt a new operating / membership agreement at the meeting that will allow the DIERS Users Group to function as a Technical Entity under the AIChE.  The agreement to be drafted would not necessarily expect the DUG to sponsor research on a periodic basis.  More information and a copy of the text to be provided for review before the meeting.


The schedule for the meeting is as follows:


         Date         
   Time   



Activity


04 / 28 / 14 (Mon)
8:00-5:00
Mathematical Modeling of ERS Design

            04 / 29 / 14 (Tue)
8:00-5:00
Business Meeting / Committee Reports / 







   Technical Presentations / ELECTIONS

04 / 30 / 14



No Group Dinner (Informal groups formed at meeting)
04 / 30 / 14 (Wed)
8:00-3:00
ERS Design / Testing Methodology
05 / 1 / 14 (Thu)
7:30-3:00
Visit to PENTAIR SRV Test Facility
Speakers and Tutorials are needed for all three dates.  I need to issue the agenda by the middle of February, so please respond ASAP.  Call (304) 776-6371 or E-mail fisherhg@suddenlink.net to arrange a presentation.  Include Title, Duration, Speakers, and Desired Dates / Times.
Everyone planning to attend the meeting should consider giving a presentation.  We have a diverse range of backgrounds, education, knowledge and experience within the group.  All should have some information to impart that has the potential to improve the safety performance of their own and other member companies.  Presentations become a vital part of any career as one progresses up the corporate ladder.
NOTE:  Make early flight arrangements (six to eight weeks ahead) to find the best prices and available seats on desirable flights.

2.
The trip to PENTAIR is sponsored to include bus transportation, technical presentations, SRV flow demonstrations, lunch (Texas BBQ) and return to the hotel in time for afternoon flights.

3.  The DUG meeting agenda will be published by early March and posted on the www.aiche.org/diers website.  The Fall 2013 meeting minutes will be published and posted shortly.
4.
Check the www.aiche.org/diers website at the ROUND-ROBIN link for updates to the experimental and ERS design (NEW) peroxide-initiated, solution Vinyl Acetate polymerization.  A procedure for submission of APTAC experimental data has been added.  An emergency relief sizing (ERS) problem based on the experimental data and provided design information has also been added.  Members are urged to participate and make their submissions by the deadlines.
5.
AIChE / DIERS Continuing Education Course:

Course: Emergency Relief System (ERS) Design Using DIERS Technology

Dates: May 5 - 7, 2014
Instructors: John Hauser and William Ciolek
Location: Las Vegas, NV

See the COURSES link on the AIChE / DIERS website www.aiche.org/diers for details and registration.

Other courses are also available at their respective links.
6.
I look forward to greeting all company representatives in Houston, TX in April.










Harold G. Fisher, Chair
