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 February Program Announcement: 

Dennis Hendershot and John Herber, CCPS 
Monday, February 17, 11:30am-1:00pm, B-150 Auditorium 

 

 

                                                    

 
 Title: “Insanity and Process Safety: Are we doing the same 

thing and expecting different results?” 

Abstract:  The February Process Safety Beacon points out two 

incidents that occurred a number of years apart on two 

continents, but were almost identical.  Trevor Kletz said “We do 

not have new incidents, just the same incidents in different 

locations.”  Dennis Hendershot and John Herber will be dis-

cussing similar incidents that occurred at both Rohm & Haas 

and 3M, and highlight key lessons learned from these past 

events that can be applied to prevent future ones. 

Bios:  

Dennis Hendershot retired in 2005 as a Senior Technical 
Fellow in the Risk Management Services Department of the 
Rohm and Haas Company Engineering Division. He worked at 
Rohm and Haas for 35 years, starting in process research and 
development, plant design, and startup. From 1980, he fo-
cused on process safety and risk management, following an 
assignment to participate in a pilot evaluation of HAZOP. Den-
nis is one of the world’s foremost champions of inherently safer 
design. From 2005-2007 Dennis was a member of the BP 
North American Refineries Independent Safety Panel (“the 
Baker Panel”) which investigated safety culture issues related 
to the 2005 Texas City explosion. Dennis has a BS from 
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Lehigh University and an MS from the University of Pennsyl-
vania, both in Chemical Engineering. 

John Herber joined CCPS in 2009 after a 33-year career with 
3M Company that included positions in process and project 
engineering, production operations and corporate safety. In 
Corporate Safety Services, John developed programs for im-
proving PSM systems across 3M’s global operations, including 
PSM metrics, Process Hazard Management policy and 
implementation guidance.  As PSM consultant, John has per-
formed audits, facilitated PHAs and assisted with PSM pro-
gram development and training.  John has a BS in Chemical 
Engineering from Purdue.  
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 January Program Recap: Environmental 
Regulations,  Steve Gossett 

 
 

 
 

 

 
     

      
      

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 Steve Gossett 

Eastman Chemical Co. 
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Lane Daley 

adaley@eastman.com 

423-229-3064 

 

 

Braxton Sluder 

braxton.sluder@baesystems.com 

423-578-6225 

 

 

Tracy Coates 

tjcoates@nuclearfuelservices.com 

 

 

Rhonda Smith 

Rhonda.Smith@domtar.com 

423-392-2797 
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